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Beloved Frethren :——We, who have embraced 
the new and everlasting covenant, have been 
ealled to mourn on account of the cruel and 
horrid murder of Joseph and Hyram Smith, 
onr former prophet and patriarch, whom God 
raised up to lay the foundation of his work in 
the last-days. Yet we are again called to 
witness another event more painful; that of 
disunion, which must result in the final over- 
throw ofgll who adhere to principles and doe- 
trines contrary to godliness. Yes, dear breth- 
ren, ere the mangled bodies of our brethren 
were cold in déath, we hear men begin to cry 
We are the head!. We are they: who will 
guide the ship over the boisterous ocean. We 


are the individuals on which Elijah’s mauctle| 


bas fallen.. We are they who now stand at 
the head of God’s people to guide them to the 
Lamb of God, who taketh away the sin of the 
world; in short, we are:they whom God has 
appointed to finish the great work of restitution 
which was commenced by Joseph. Now dear 
brethren, inasmuch as we know that the gos- 

| is true, and that we have been made parta- 
ane of its blessings and the powers of the world 
to come, and have drank of the pure spirit. of 
liberty and truth, let us continue, in that truth 
which alone meke; us free; and then, divi- 
sions, disunion, strife and hatred is not 
known, because we see eye to eye, and our 
bodies are full of light; which light will guide 
our feet and cause'us to love one anther with; 
pure hearts fervently. Yes brethren, let us 
eherish & uphold that principle, system or plan 
by which this love, joy, peace and comfort is 
to be obtained, for whenever the fountain dries 


not partakers with the saints in light. ‘he 
Saviour said, **though heaven and earth pass 
away not one jot or tittle of my word shall fail 
or pass away.” The same Jesus said that ye 
cannot serve two masters,—for either ye will 
hate the one, and love the other, or else ye 
will hold to the one, and despise the other.— 
Did the loving Jesus speak the truth in this 
case? You will say most assuredly he did. 
Well, then, sopp»se that two individuals con- 
tended together concerning an apple; one says 
it is not an apple but a peach, while the other 
says itis an apple. Could you believe them 
both? Certainly not. Could they be both 
right and differ also. You say, truly it could 
not be possible, | | | 
If this reasoning is correct it follows as a 
matter of course, that if the twelve are to guide 


and direct all the affairs of this last kingdom, 
and are rightful heirs to fill that office, they 
who dissent from them are not citizens of the 
kingdom, and consequently cannot he right, 
and cannot be called saints. So also, on the 
other hard, if they who do not adhere to the 
twelve are right, they who do must be wrong. 
This is the true criterion, hccording to Jesus. 
Now, beloved brethren, let us in the fear of 
God, try to do right, for no man can do any 
thing against the truth, bat forit. Butif we 
‘are without a.criterion to direct us, we are of 
aN men the most miserable. Let us take the 
word of the Lord for our ‘judge in this matter 
and contend for it, though thousands do not. 
In our book of covenants the Lord makes 
known the order of his kingdom, and if we 
find the adherents of the twelve sustaining 
that order, let us uphold them in all righteous- 
ness; and on the contrary, should we find 
those who dissent from them to sustain the 


order of heaven pointed out.in the book of 


up, the soul becomes thirsty, and it withers|Covenants, let ussustainand uphold them, for 
and dies; but wher the fountain is open, we/there is no such thing as neutrality in God’s 


drink the living water which springeth u 
unto eternal life. 


The God of Abraham said/if Baal, serve him. 


pikingdom. Ifthe Lord be God serve bim, but 


We now appeal to that 


to Daniel’ that he would set up a kingdom that|book for the true order, and pray God, our 


should never be thrown down, that it should| Heavenly Father, that we all may ey | 


not be given to another people but should stand 
forever. Are you in this kingdom, brethren, 
that shall filk the whole easth? and ‘do you 
briog forth the fruits of the kingdom, and do 
you yield that obediance which is the essence| 
of libetty—by which you can say in truth 
that the on is true, that his ways are equal, 
and have you planted in your hearts the} 
faith that his kingdom will stand and become 
universal over all the earth} If ‘you have, 
happy are ye,—if ye have not you do not. be- 


lieve the testimony of hia servants and arejLord deemed necessary to plant 


aside 
all our prejudices and whatever may have s 
tendency to swerve us from an impartial and 
correct judgment inthis matter. Let peace on 
earth and good will toward men, be our motto. 
In the third section of the book of Cove- 
nants, after explaining the nature and order of 
the Melchisedek and Aaronie priesthood, which 
are recognized in the chutch of God, we have 
set before us, in the llth and 12th verses. or 
paragraphs of said section, in langnage too 
lain to be misunderstood, the order which the. 
in his ehurch 
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Here we learn that the Lord bas said em-|mandment that it should he their business ar. 
phatically, that itis necessary to have a quo-|mission in all the their Lives. to preside in 
rum of three presidents to preside over thejcouncil and set in order Aut the affairs of this 
church and to be upheld hy the confidence,|church and kingdom. One of whom, F. G 
faith and prayer of the church—it is necessa-|Williams transgressed and was cut off, and 
ry also to have a quorum of the twelve “to of-|Hyram Smith officiated in his stead; but the 

. ficiate in the name of the Lord under the direc jother has remained firmjand immoveablejin the 
tion of the presidency of the church, agreea-/faith of the new and everlasting:covenant un- 


bly to the tnstilutson of heaven.” til the present moment. 
Again in the two first verses of the 14th sec- . 


And again we find, in the 24th verse of the | ad 
game section, that “the dnty of the president|tion of said book, we have the laws of the 
of the High priesthood, (or the presiding of-|Lord given us whereby we may know those §™ 


ficer in the quorum of the first presidency,) is}whom he has appointed to stand ae the head 

to preside over the whole church, and to bejof the church and be like unto Moses—it is jj w« 
like unto!Moses. Behold here is wisdom, yea/that person, and that person only, who comes W: 
to be a seer, a revelator, a translator and afin at the gate, and is ordained under the hands ch 


| provi, having all the gifts of God whieh hejof JosephSmith. Weare also commanded, ff se 


stows upon the head of the charuh.” in the same place to reject the teachings ofall § ye 

Agreeably to the foregoing requirements,jothers who eome before us a8 revelations o he 
the church in Kirtland, O. on the 17 of Sept./c mandments. . | ate 
A. D.1834, chose apd appointed Joseph Smith} Now dear brethren, inasmuch as the Lerd = & di 
jr-, Sidney Rigdon, and F. G. Williams presi-|has declared that no mar shall stand up to SE 
dents to form the quorum of first presidency ofjreceive revelations amd commandments to § W! 
the church, and tu preside over the councils ofjguide his church and kingdom, exceptheceme § lia 
the same, seesection 5 verse 2, of book Cov.jin atthe gate, and receives his appom tment go. 
also, in the 6th verse of the same section, we/and ordination through Joseph Smith, and Jo- | 
Jearn still further of the duty of the said presi-jseph Smith is removed without having appoin- gu 
dents: that inthe absence of one or two of the|t¢d and ordained any person tohold those keys | by 
presidents, one can preside in theif stead,jand authority, then the kingdom of God has 
thereby defining the duty of the first presiden-|failed and all our hopes are vain; but beloved ed 
cy, as clearly as the duty of president and|brethern he not disheartened, nor let your faith se 


vice president of the United States is set forth 


fail, for God has prepared bette: things for 


inthe constitution: for we a!] believe the book|those whojwalkjuprightly,whokeep themselves Ct 
of covenants stands in the same relation to the|unspotted from the world, and observe the law the 
church, as the constitution does to the United|which he has given for the salvation of man. the 
States; as the revelations contained therein are}. In the Times and Seasons of June.Ist 1841 hi; 
no more nor Jess than the constitution which|we find the following official announcement, it: 
God has deigned to give for the organization|which puts the matter forever at rest, so far th: 
and government of his church, upon earth;jas a legal ordination is concerned. “We the 
which mast be added unto, from time to time,|have to announce that Sidney Rigdon has been Br 
as the circumstances may require, for the pros-jordained a prophet, seer, and revelator.” — he 
-perity and upholding of the kingdem of God} Also,in the Times and Seasons, of the ff to 
in the last days. _ {game date, we find, ina revelation through 01 
Now through whom is the law of God/Joseph Smith, three distinct promises made § B; 
communicated to the people? We areall rea-|to Sidney Rigdon, on condition of observing ff by 
dy toexclaim, through a prophet. Hence the|certain requirements therein specified, which [ as 
necessity of the president of the church ofjhediddo, aswehave abundant testimony, in- 
God, being a prophet, seer, and revelator;/sumuch that he has reeeived two of the bless~ ‘a 
therefore, we say and say truly, that a church|ings, viz: the Lord his God has: healed him, ss 
without a prophet.at the head, is not thechurch/ttrat he is healed, and. he is now enjoying the | 
of God; “yea, to be seér, a revelator, a trans-|privilege and blessing; of lifting his voice again nd 
lator and a prophet—having all the gifts of Godjon the Mountains; and we verily believe that 
which he bestows upon'the head of the{churoh,”’jhe will yet have the unspeakable privilege of 
as before quoted. | spokesman before the face efthe Lord. . =f ™ 
But the question arises, is there any person| With these things before us, and knowing ye 
living, since ttie decease of Joseph, who has/that Elder Rigdon had beentried three succes- -™ 
attained to that high and holy calling? if there|sive times, in Joseph’s life time, and always 7” 
should be, it most assuredly stands us in hand/proven innocent, never a charge sustained a- - 
to observe his council, lest we be found fight-jgainst him, as you will see by reference to the % 
ing against God, We will examine the book/published proceedings in the ‘limes and Sea- th 
of Cov. ‘and other charch reeords on this sub-|sons; but that he enjoyed Joseph’s confidence ju 
ject. | . @ to the fullest extent, antil the time of his de- 
In.the 84th section of the book of Cov. 'wejcease, is evident from the fact, that he appoin- 
are informed thét' other men were accounted|ted him to an important mission to this place, 
as EQUAL with Joseph Smith, in holding thejand wished him to stand next to himself in 
Keys of this [ist kingdom, and received a com-|political as well as religious matters. 
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And knowing that tne revelutions concer-} 


ning Elder Rigdcn, to which we have refered, 
have been given since the time the twelve 
say his license was taken from him in hirt- 
jand, in 1832; and being credibly informed, 
also that in November ‘1843, Joseph Smith, 
voluntarily and of his own free will, confered 


upon the -head of Prest. Rigdon, all the ordi- 
nations, gifts and blessings, which had ever 


been placed upon him; which can be sustain-|);5 


ed by the testimony of Elder Wm. Marks, and 
many others. 


We say, with these things before us, we 
were surprised to see the course pursued to: 
wards Prest. Rigdon, by the twelve and the 
church at Nauvoo this sumiifer and fall—to 
see a people, who have taught thése fourteen 
years that a church without a prophet at its 
head, ig not the church of God, vote deliber- 
ately, coolly, and digpassionately that the 
did not want a rdian, @ PROPHET, OF 8) 
SPOKESMAN to lead them, we were struck 
with astonishment, and led to exclaim, ‘show 
las the gcld become djm, yea, the most fine 
gold-changed.” 

Bat;when we consider for 4 moment, the sin- 
gular position in which the twelve.are placed 
by being believers in, and teachers of the doc- 
trine of polygamy, as was abundantly sustain- 
ed in our conference, by the testimony of 
several witnesses; some of whom were 
strong adherents of the twelve, viz: Elder 
Charles W. Wandell voluntarily stated, that 
the spiritual wife doctrine was introduced in 
the conference in New York city, by those in 
higher authority than himself, but he opposed 
it with his might, stating to that conference. 
that if such things were practised in the chureh 
they would prove its overthrow. Also, Elder 
Bradford W. Elliot, on being interrogated, if 
he had ever been taught that it was his privilege 
to have more wives than one? he replied, ves. 
On being asked, by whom? he answered by 
Brigham Young. On being interrogated. if 
by any other? he said, yes, but not so explicit, 
as by. Brigham. ices | 

When we consider that these are the teach- 
ings of the twelve, and some of their adherents; 
and knowing that Elder Rigdon is strenuous. 
ly opposed to such a doctrine, we are-not so 
much surprised at the course they have taken. 


If these testimonies are true, beloved breth- 
ren, what is our duty? Is it to.countenance 
and sustain such abominations by upholding 
men who preach and practice it? Or, is it not 
our duty as men of God to .lift up our voices 
in support of those glorious principles of vir- 
tue which mast ever dwell in, and reign over 


just. 
RICHARD SAVARY, 
BENJAMIN STAFFORD, 
E. ROBINSON. 


tems extant, are all saving systems. 
we have net so learned Christ. 


THE FIRST*PRESIDENCY. 

We have always considered it an indispu- 
table and self evident axiom, that the order 
of God, is perfect, and indissoluble; as a 
system, and in its integral parts. And so in 
reference to the scheme of salvation; thereare — 
no redundant elements, none that can he dis- 
pensed with, and the system retain its virtue 
and efficacy, in. the attainment of the object 
posed. 

The moment we admit a departure, in the 
smallest degree from the order of heaven, then 
and at that time, we open the floodgate to lib- 


ertinism, and there is no stopping place, shart 


of manifest apostacy. 
Should we once concede, that a single prin- 
ciple can be stricken out of existence, that the 
smallest diminution can oceur in the match- 
less organization of Deity, without impairing 
its adequacy; we should be driven to the in- 
evitable conclusion, that the whole system of 
God is not necessary to the salvation of man; 
and therefore, that the thousand and one 7 
ut 
We are ready 
to subscribe to the doctrine of Paul, that — 
‘those members of the body, which seem to 
be more feeble, are necessury,’’ to the safety 
and perfection of the body. How indispen- 
sibly necessary then, must those members 
e, through which sustenance is administered 


to the whole body; without which the body 


is spiritually dead, striped of all beauty and 
comeliness; incapable of the performance of 
the functions of vitality. 

- We think it is susceptible of the clearest 
demonstration, that the first presidency. or 
the presidency of the high priesthood of the 
church, hold the keys of revelation for the 
church, to conduct, manage, and control it; 
in accordance with the will of God, and the 
revelations of Jesus Christ; that in the econ- 
omy of God, it belongs of right to that quo- 
ram, and never can be delegated to apy other. 
A very few quotations will put this matter be- 
yond all successful controversy. ‘And 


of the high weed pag is to preside over the 
whole church, and to be like unto Mosés.— 
Behold, here is wisdom,—yea, to be a seer, a 
revelator, a translator, aud a prophet,—hav- 
ing all the gifts of God which he bestows 
upon the head of the church.” The Lord 
foreseeing the very condition of things which 
has arisen, uses this striking phraseology, 
*‘Behold” says he, “here is wisdom,’’, Alas! 
alas!! that men should be so lifted up, as to 
imagine themselves wiser than their maker. 
Again, “Joseph Smith jr. unto whom | have 


those who havea part in the resurrection of the igiven the keys of the kingdom, whieh belong- 
: leth always unto the presidengy of t 


h 
priesthood.” We are warranted then 
ing, that they do not belong to.ale tw 
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Bs. 
that they have not got them, : never: 
can have them, and if they declaré | 


ever, so 


Yboldly, and deelaim ever so loudly, their 


again, the duty of the president of the office 
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assertions weighenot a feather, against ‘a thus 
saith the Lord.” 
The duties of the presidency of the high- 
priesthood, arespecifically defined, again, and 
again, that there may be no mistake, Of 
the Melchizedeck priesthood three presiding 
high priests chosen by the body, appointed 
(by revelation, see §5,) and ordained to that 
office, (by some one or more having competent 
anthority,) and upheld by the faith and pray- 
ers of the church, form a quorum of the 
presidency of the church.” | 
The duties of the twelve, are also specifi- 
ally defined, repeatedly. ‘The twelve trav- 
elling counsellors are called to be the twelve, 
apostles, or especial witnesses of the name o 
Christ in all the world: thus differing from 
_ Other officers in the church, in the duties of 
their calling; they are called to-act, ‘under 
the direction of the first presidency; who 
are appointed by God, to be their counsellors 
and leaders. See §104. We argue then, 
they have not been called to the presidency 
of the church, but to another and very differ- 
ent office, and emphatically warngt, “There 
fore see to it that ye trouble not yourselves 
concerning the affairs of my church in this 
lace saith the Lord; but purify yout hearts 
fore me, and then go ye into all the world 
and preach my gospel unto every creature, 
who hath not received it.” We think it is 
clear, that the duties of the first presidency, 
and the duties of the twelve, are incompatible, 
the one with the other; we have, we think, 
satisfactorily shewn, that no quorum of the 
church cau be dispensed with, that we cannot 
alter or amend the order of God with impuni- 
ty, or without rendering it nugatory as a plan 
of salvation. We are then forced to the con- 
. Clusion, that the order of things established at 
Nauvoo is a monster, a hydra with twelve or 
heads, the place of the heav- 
enly triune, and destined to destruction, with 
all the corruptions and innovations of mysti- 
eal Babylon, the mother of harlots, and a- 
bominations of theearth. | 
It is not the church of Christ because “they 
have transgressed the law, changed the ordi. 
nances, and broken thc everlasting covenant;”’ 
severed the connecting link between God and 


member the new covenant, even he book o 
Mormon and the former commandments 
have given unto them, not only to say but t 
do according to that which I have writteny 
that they may bring forth fruit meet for theigi 
Father's kingdom, otherwise there remainethy 
a scourge and a judgment to be poured out 
upon the children of Zion; for shall the child 
ren of the kingdom pollute my holy land? 
Verily, I say unto'you, Nay.’ Why? ah 
why? are the saints required to remember the 
new covenant even the book of mormon, not 


quivocal testimony t6 the fact, that the people 
who do practice them, cannot hope to eecape 
a complete overthrow, and the just wrath and 
vengeance of almighty God.’ BE 

There is not in the whole range of possibil- 
ities, a more startling exhibition of the deceit- 
fulness and desperate wickedness of the hu-@ 
man heart, than is to he found in the fact, of MF 
a people enjoying the light of the Spirit of 
God, and the revelations of Jesus Chirst com- 
mitted to them as a sacred treasure; with the 
blessings of the gospel covenant, and its eter- 
nal weight of glory in perspective; -we say 
there cannot be a more appalling demonstra- 
tion of human depravity, than is to be found, 
in the example of such a people, making 
shipwreck of their faith; trampling under foot 
tne institutions established by the voice of 
Jehovah, and pouring contempt upon the order 
of the heavens, by the entire abolition of the 
presiding triune, the principle of all power 
and success in the kingdom of God. | 

We do not hesitate to affirm, that if the 
kingdoms of this world, are ever to become 
the Kingdoms of our Lord and his Christ, 
which they most assuredly will, it will be 


themselves, so that hecan hold nointercourse 
with them, through the channel which he had 
mercifully opened, to bless them with the 
light of revelation. Would to God they had 
hearkened to the commandment, “to give 
diligent heed to the words of eternal life, for 
ou shall live by every word that proceedeth 
orth from the mouth of Ged.” “And your 
minds in times pas¢ have been darkened be- 
cause of pnbelief, and because you have treat. 
‘ed lightly the things you have received, 
vanity and unbelief hath brought the 
church under condemnation. And this 
resteth.npon the children of 
1; “and they shall remain under 


it they repent and 


fey of heaven, in respect to its preei. 


under the direction and administration of a 
presidency of three; which is the precise or- 


y- Tere is not in the whole range of 
the revelations of God, a single promise that 
the saints shall ultimately triumph .on any 
other principle. Daniel testifies that the 
saints should be prevailed against, until the 
ancient order of things was established; but 
especially, that is the order, which God has 
established, and ratified, in the last organisa 
tion and dispensation, preparatory to the rev 
elation of the Son of man; for the express 
purpose of preparing a people, (who will keep 
his commandments and abide his ergaarse 
ion, ) for that event. 
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There is therefore no rational hope, that we|nor deny this, it is a matter we care nothing 
ygeen ever attain a preparation to stand in thelabont; we do know verily, that Joseph taught | 
im@presence of God, other than the way he hasicontrary doctrine, from the conclusion which 


wmimself established for that purpdse. 


», nome annihilated. 


wesidency. 

But it belongs of right to those, who ‘have 
liscarded the first presidency, to find some 
gal way of trying a bishop, other than the 
mealy way by which God says he can be tried. 

ec. 22. As also, who has a legal right to 
is bishoprick, for the Lord says he must be 
esignated by, and ordained under the hands 


ay thing were wanting to shew the unavoid- 
ble confusion, disaster and ruin, which the’ 
brog ition of the first presidency involves, 
surely this must supply the deficiency. © 

There is then no shadow of justification to 
found in the revelations of Jesus Christ, 
-[gor this fatal departure from God and right- 


nd the blind, ignorant, and arrogant assump- 


whole church, by the quorum of the twelve, is 
. mike destitute of warrant from sacred writ. 


to find in the law of the Lord, so far as we 
know, is in the third section where it is said 
that the twelve form a quorum, equal in ac- 
thority and power, to the three presidents; 
where it states the same thing of the seventy, 
and shows precisely in what sense they are 
all equal, the three presidents, the twelve 
tavelling counsellors, and the different quo- 
rims of the seventies; hear it all ye honest 
men. ‘* And every decision made by either 
of these quorums, must be by the unanimous 


each quorum must be agreed tn its decision in 
a je tder to make their descistons of the same power 
re validity one with the other.” It is then 
i. He unanimous decisions of the quorum of the 
of I Welve, and the quorums of the seventies, that 
at fe Bake those decisions of equal power and va- 
y gidity with the decisions of the presidency; 
e fend these decisions must respect matters 


ndinance of the washing of feet? the first/thet 
wesidency; whose prerogative is it to receive/no po 
se word of the Lord to the church? the first}very obvious reason, that the God of truth, is 


ousness, the excision of the first presidency.| I: 


they presume to draw from these declarations, 


In vain is it to talk of building a house to) We have a surer test by which to try this 
he most high God, where his ordinances may/matter, a touchstone that can be relied upon, 
me administered, and -his glorious voice mayjthat will not fail us. If Joseph Smith did 
heard, when the very means by whichireally design to confer the authority to lead 
one these vr ge can be legally obtained,|and preside over the church, (which we have 

ho is to administer the|the best reason to doubt,) upon the quorum of 
Ive; we say he did that, which hehad | 


r or authority from God to do; for the 


not the author of two antagonist propositions, 
regarding the control, management, and econ- 
sa of that order of things which he has es- 
tablished for the last time. 

__ If the great God has revealod to us the or 
ganization of his church, and commanded it 
to be written for our guidance and instruction, 
challenging our implicit obedience. Who 


f the first presidency, and no other way. If/was Joseph Smith? or who is any other man’ 


or set of ? that they can alter the decree 
of Jehovah? Woe be unto them if they at- 
tempt it, they wage an unequal warfare. 

If Joseph Smith did design any such thing, 
he did that which hastened his destraction.— 
But we said, we had the best reasons to doubt 
mf such design, on the part of Joseph Smith. 
It isa well known fact, that Hyrum Smith and 
Sidney Rigdon, were both ordamed by Jo- 


ion of the prerogatives of presidency of the|seph, as prophets, seers, and revelators for 


the church; it is also equally well known, 
that Joseph’s preference was in favor of his 


The only show of justification they profess|brother Hyrum, as his successor incase of his 
death; and that he labored under andue and | 


unjust prejudice, with regard to Sidney Rig- 
x thie tted himself publicly. Now 
if Joseph did design Hyrum as his successor, 


he did not design to dispénse with the first 


presidency. We make these remarks to shew 
the very great improbability, to say the least, 
that Joseph Smith ever had any such design, 
as is imputed to him. The question of mo- 


designed, -and determined on this subject;— 


toice of the same; that is, every member injand weare among the number who behieve, 


that he will accomplish his purposes, in any 
event; and in spite of the efforts of man to 
the contrary. If this view of the sabject be 
correct, then we may rest assured that what 
aver the resnit has been, it was in accordance 


Joseph Smith the called of God to lay the 
foundation ot the church of God of the last 


e fm hich appertain to the duties of their calling. 
[Moreover these decisions must be made in 
s fm izhteousness, that is aceordiag to the law o 

s fm Sod; or they can effect nothing. Surely thie 
8a perilous foundation for such a structure! 

2 But the strong point, as they seem to con- 
» i “der it, is the assertion, that Joseph laid the 
burden of the church upon their shoulders, 
addressing the twelve, telling them, he had 
given them all the keys he himself possessed, 
knew any thing shout. We neither admi 


dispensation? He was. Then the Lord has 
not been overreached, by a set of ungodly 


mohocrats; and he has still ontheearth,aman . 


nolding equal authority, to carry on his work; 
in verification of his promise, that he we 
plant another in his, Joseph’s, stead. 
There is another frail props 
support to the tottering fabfic. 
the crucifixion of our Savior, the twyeve tool 
the presidency and control of the.church; we 
ink there is abandant evidence, that Peter, 


ment with as to decide is, what the Lord has_ 


with the purposes of the Almighty. Was 
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James and John constituted the presidingjor a hundred other prophets, should transgress 
three; and that their places were filled in t@|the law of the celestial kingdom, the great 
quorum of the twelve by others. Be that as|God holds their destinies in his hands, and . 
it may, it is a matter with which we have no-|will not suffer them to be cut off from the ) 
thing todo. We have the law and organiza-|earth, till they have first confered their an- 
tion of heaven given tous, by adhereing to|thority upon others; and those too, individu- 
which we shall acquit ourselves like men ofjals whom the Lord shall choose for that pur. 
God; or by the transgression of which, we/pose. bee 
shall be condemned. There is another im-| It is perfectly ridiculous for certain men to 
portant circumstance connected with this af-jsay, that they have no confidence in Sidney 
fair, which we must think, developes a fixed|Rigdon as a revelator; do they dare to con- 
determination on the part of the twelve, tojtend with Omnipotenee? The Lord says, 
seize the reins of government, law or no Jaw.)|(section 84,) that Sidney Rigdon is equal 
Sidney Rigdon and Amasa Lyman, are ac-|with Joseph Smith, in holding the keys of 
knowledged by the twelve as having been|this Jast kingdom; and in 1841, the Lord 
ordained first presidents; which of course|commands Joseph to ordain him as a prophet, 
would constitute a majority of the quorum,|seer and revelator; (see Times and Seasons,) 
and competent to do business; only requiringjand in January of that year, (see new edition 
the addition of one member, to fill the vacaneytbook of Cov. page 411,) the Lord says he 
occasioned by Joseph’sdeath. It was an egre-| as given Sidney Rigdon, as one of the quo- 
giousinconsistency, to.admit, that Sidney Rig-jrum of first presidency, to receive the oracles 
don and Amasa Lyman were legal members of|for the whole church, ‘This is worthy of 
* the quorum ef first presidency, aggpceurding|note, a8 these men, who are so wise in their 
to the book of Covenants, (see ion 3rd,)/own conceit, say, he has been asieep for the. 
they would constitute a qnorum to do busi-jlast five years.. : ae 
ness. “A majority may form a quorum.| We presume if they will refer to the revela- 
when circumstances render it impossible to be/tion published in the Times and Season, in 
otherwise.”’ In direct violation of this, and/the account of Sidney Rigdon’s trial, (so call- 
the multiplied provisions of the law of theled,) they will find, where he has been during 
Lord, the twelve admit their presidency, and|that time; and where the Lord is placing him 
deny their right to preside! Presidents! and|now. ‘That like a faithful God as he ia, he is 
no presidents!! We cannot call this by any|plucking him out of deep mire, and exalting 
better name than. buffoonery. We think ifjhim on high. But Joseph asserted, 80 it ie 
any thing could bketoken, a preconcerted res {said by the twelve, that pve Rigdon would 
olution to destroy the first presidency, thisjlead the church to the devil. Where, we 
must surely indicate it. , But we are not lefijwould ask in the name of. God, and in the 
‘in the dark on this subject, we have before us{name of common sense, is the spiritual wife 
conclusive, evidence ‘that it was determinedjrevelation leading them? Has not the result 
by the twelve, before any action was had by/proven that God was wiser than men. That 
the church at. Nauvoo, to supplant Sidney/he knew well, who would withstand the in- 
Rigdon in the présidency, We say it waS/troduction of those doctrines of demons, which 
gross imposition upon common sense,jwould inevitably lead those who adhered to 
to make the admission, that they were both|them to destraction? Surely it has. When- 
first presidents, and then request them toljever we find men, no matter what their pre- 
stand the one on the right hand of the twelve,|tentions may be, quarrelling with the choos- 
and the other on the left. So it seems in thelings and ordinations of God, we are sure they 
estimation of these men, a matter of smalljhave then lost the spirit of God. ‘+ Many are 
consequence, whether the church has three,jcalled but few are chosen.” oe 
twelve, thirteen, fourteen or more heads! What an awful condition we should have 
In no circumstances, we contend, eould the|been placed in, if no man had been found, 
order of heaven exist without the first presi-jhaving authority to lead us into paths of right- 
dency. If the Lord should take from thejeousness.. 
earth, all who held that authority, there would]; How could we have certainly known, that 
be no ground of hope, to the people destitute/Joseph Smith had transgressed, so as to fot- 
of that presiding power, for the attainment of}feit his standing before God, but by his being 
the rest of God; and still another diapensa-jcut off from the earth. There he was, the in- § 
tion mast be ushered in, by which aldne that/strument whom God had chosen, by whom § % 
glorious object ceuld be accomplished. Welhe had revealed -his will, through whom the , 
do however verily believe, that the Lord willjeverlasting gospel saluted our ears and rejoic- 
surely perform that which he has promised,jed our hearts, by whose instrumentality the 
that *Dhe. keys of the kingdom of God aie|book of Mormon was brought to light, and 
weet anon the earth, and from|translated by the power of God; administered. 
Te goepel roll forth unto the ends to, and ordained under the hands of heavenly 
h@ Gee. oF the stone which is cut out ofjmessengers; declared by the voice of Jehovah. 
the mouafains without bands, shal! roll forth}to bein his hands, and that he alone cowld call 
until ithas filled the whole earth,” If Josephfhim to account; with the promise of Him 
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‘God, for the accomplishment of his purposes.| 


him. Cursed indeed is he that trusteth in 


saying in the language of that book, For be- 


heard the mourning of the daughters of my 


‘suffer saith the Lord of hosts, thatthe cries 


of hosts.’ 


_ they cannot gee the attestation of the wrath 
_ his sacred office, .as to teach sach vile doc- 


only og condition, of his abiding in 
‘bim, | And who again s0 ignerant and foolish, 


whe carnot lie, that he should continue to 
hold the presiding authority. until the comin 
of the Son of Man, if he abided in him. 

_ We loved the man, and we have been will- 
ing to venture our life for his, because we 
knew him.to be an instament in the hands of 


How then shall we describe ‘the sorrow and 
anguish of heart which we experienced when 
we foundthat he was teaching the unholy 
spiritual wife doctrine secretly, and denying 
itopenly; that he was running against the 
hosses of Jehovah’s buckler, by a direct con- 
travention of all those pureand virtuous prin- 
ciples, contained in that book, which had been} 
brought to light by'the manifestation ofalmigh- 
ty power, exhibited to him persqnally. We 
trast we have learnt a lesson, which we shall 
never forget, of haman weakness and fallibil- 
ity; and that none but God can sustaig and 
keep from falling those that put their trast in 


man, and maketh flesh hisarm. Weacknowl- 
edge that it is by the mercy of God that we 
have been sustained, and kept from that fatal 
error, and' strong delusion, of believing a lie; 
and had a heart to believe the truth, when the 
the servant of God came with a message from 


people, whe so wedded to sin as & sweet mor 
sel, that they will not profit by this, and take 
heed to their steps. 

We have the concurrent testimony of all the 
prophets who spake as they were constrained 
by the Holy Ghost, to warn all men who be- 
lieve and practice these doctrines of Beelze- 
bub, (in authority or ont of it,) but more e- 
specially those, whose duty it is to teach the 
way of life—to flee the wrath te come; and we 
tell the truth in Christ and lie not, that certain 
as the existence of Jehovah, sure as he ever 
spake to man, there is no escape from de- 
struction, other than discarding such doctrines 
and disfellowshipping all who adhere to'them. 
The great* God. has decreed that he would 
have a people of tried integrity, that he would 
prove them in all things, to see whether they 
would keep his covenant,, if they could abide 
a celestial law, and were meet fora celestial 
kingdom. One notable season of “trial as 
by fire” is passing over our heads, and who 
shall be a to stand, when wesee how many 
have alreddy fallen, openly apostatized from 
the@mith once delivered to the? saints, virtual- 
ly dénied the Bible, Book of Mormon, and 
Book of Covenants, and to all intents and par- 
poses set.at naught the counsels of God; and 


the heavens, declaring that God had no pleas-jare teaching as a eelestial law, that the high- 


ure in unrighteousness; teaching us to observe 
‘the new covenant even the book of Mormon;’ 


hold [ the Lord have seen the sorrow, and 


est degree of celestial glory is only to be ob- 
tained by marrying three, five, seven, ten, or 
more wives. | 

We would lay it down as a certain, fixed, 
and incontrovertable position, that the whole 


people, because of the wickedness and abom-|order of God‘ is necessary to our salvation; as 
nations of their husbands. ‘And I will not ea first presidency is a part of that order, we 


of the fair daughters of this people shall come 
ap unto me, dgainst the men of my people) 
saith the Lord of hosts; for they skal! not head 
away captive, the daughters of -my people, 
because of their tenderness, save I shall visit 
them with with a sore curse, even unto des. 
truction; for they shall not commit whore-} 
doms, like unto them of old saith the Lord 


annot be saved without it. This és the testi- 
mony of the Book of Covenants; +s W hoso- 
éver receiveth my word regeiveth me, and who- 
soever recéiveth me, receivelh those, the first 
Présidency whom I have sent, whom I have 
made ‘counsellors for my names sake unto 
you.”—Sect. 104, New edition. 

Observe. the language of the Lord—net Jo- 
seph Smith, or any pasticalat man, bat those 
the first presidency, whom I have made for my 


Who so blind, that they cannotsee the fiat oflnames sake counséllors unto you; those who 


Omnipotence,'and theseal of the indignation of 
the living God, ineontestably placed ppoo thay 
worse than Mahomeden practice, which would 
tamper with other men’s wives; which would 


tual confidence and esteem,) into the demoni- 
ac elements of suspicion, rage, murder, and 
despair; we say who-s6 infatuated, so bound 
down in the strong deélusion of the devil, that 
of God, upon a man who had so. far perverted 


arines and whom he had pledged himself to 


receive them veceive me, and by parity of rea- 
soning, those who reject them, reject me. It 


lis in faeta contsadiction in terms, to say we 


receive God, and reject his‘ organization of 


_ tarn the fountains of human happiness, se ms ehurch, or hia. plan of saving men in any 


particalar, 

: We cannot make one quorom perform the 
functions of or else on the same puinciple 
we may dispense with every quorem of the 
church, save one. ‘Therefore letevery man 
stand in his own office, and labor in lis 
own calling; and Jet not the head say unto the 
feet it hath no need of the feet, for without the 
feet how shall the body he able to.stand? Al- 


that all the testimonies recosded in the Bible, 


- Book of Covenants, and Book of Mormon, 1e- 
garding the 
Waroing given to us, individually, and as a{Christ in sincerity and 


these vices, and last of all the signa 


so thé body hath need ef* every member that 
ll may be edified togethem, the system 
may be kept perfect, 

We wish all wh 
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the scene through which we are now passing, 
fe a conflict of Chirst and Belial, light and 
darkness. Now are we compelled to deter- 
mine who is on the Lord’s side, for **whoso- 
ever is not with me, is against me, and who- 
soever gathereth not with me scattereth.”— 

the one hand, is presented to you, the 
perfect organization of heaven, with the man 
whom God has planted with his own hand in 
the stead of Joseph Smith as the head, with 
his two counsellors legally appointed by rev- 
elation and ordained under the hands of Sid- 


ney Rigdon; acknowledged in their office, aid 
upheld by the confidence, faith and prayers of 
the church, that church receiving as the law 
and rule of their faith and practice, the book 
_ofdoctrines and Covenants; also,all those pure 
and holy principles inculcated in the Book of 
on, and the Bible; with a fixed and’ stea-| 
dy purpose io the strength of [srael’s God, to 
present an uncompromising opposition to that 
doctrine of devils, the spiritual wife system; 
which has already called forth the signal man- 
ifestation of the divine displeasure, in thé cut- 
ting off Joseph and Hyrum Smith frog the 
earth. 
On the other hand, is presented to fou, a 
Babylonish beast, a corrupt and perverted mon- 
ster, having no resemblence to the heavenly 
pattern; a ¢éravelling high cooncil swallowing 
up thehead, (the first presidency,) and the 
high council in Zion, who in their functions 
and prerogatives are svyperior in authority to 
the twelve travelling counseliors, whose de- 


eisions upon matters appertaining to the duties), 
give} 


of their calling must be wnanimous ‘to 
them the same validity with the decisions 
of the first presidency; whereas, the High 
Council are equal inali their decisions to the 
quorum of first presidency; (sec. 3d.) which 
quoram of high counsellors, are called to reg- 
ulate all difficult matters of the affairs of the 
_ church in Zion, and it cannot be shewn that the 
twelve were ever ealled to any such thing, or: 
the contrary, the Lord foreseeing what has ac- 


be found. 
God is truth. 
Thot shalt love thy wife with all thy heart, 


(ment doubt, that all who are willing to keep the 


commandments of God atall hazards and ask 
God the-everlasting Father in the name of Je- 
sus Christ for his Spirit, will be guided in 
the way of truth and salvation. He is true 
who hath promised, and .f there is a failure 
any where, it will be on our part. See ye toit. 

We think we have madesuch quotations from 
the law of the Lord, and used such arguments 
(as we have been able to present,)ja8 is suffi- 
cient to shew to every honest and obedient be- 
liever in the veracity of Gud, where truth is to 
And wherever truth is, just in pro- 
portinn as we possess it we approach G -d, for 


and shall cleave unto her and none else; 
and he that shall look upon a woman to lust 
after her, shall deny the fuith, aod shall not 
ive. the spirit; aad if he répents not he 
shal] be cast out.— Book of Cov. §13. 97. 
Ye have heard that it was said by them of 
old time, thou shalt not commit adultery: 
But I say unto you, that whosoever looketh 
upon a woman to Just after her, hath com- 
mitted adultery already, in his heart.—Maé. 
chap. 5. 
Wherefore I. the Lord God, will not suffer 
that this people shall do like unto them of 
old. Wherefore ny brethren, hear me, and 
hearken to the word of the Lord: for there 
shall not any man among you have save it be 
wife: and concubines he sha!l hav. nunes 
For 1, the Lord God, delighteth in the 
chastity cf women. And whoredoms are 
an abomination before me: thus saith the 
‘ Lord of hosts.—Bovk of Jacob, chap. 2. 
It may be de-imed supe rftous, to’enter upon 
an elaborate arguntent, to shew that polyga- 
my, is not from above, but is from beneath. 
Certain it is however, that multitudes pro- 


fessing to receive the Bible, book ot Mormon 
and book of Doctrine and Covenants, as of 
divine authenticity, and as containing the pure 


tually come to pass, warned them not to do 


it at their peril, (Sec, 104, N. Ed.) 


How 


anavailing such a warning, to men who had 


resolved to set themselves above all that is 
ealled God, or is worshiped, in bold defiance 


_ of his order and commandments, pulling down 
‘and setting up at their own will and pleasure, 


ino 
unti 


en defiance of the thus saith the Lord, 
the system is formed which is present- 


ed to you as the antipodes the order of God 
the beast which has assumed the prerogatives 
of the almighty lawgiver, and challenges your 
admiration and homage as possessed of those: 
atuibutes, In perfect keeping with the char- 
acter of the organization, are the doctrines it 


promulges, **gto 
tude of wives.” 
We have then clearly set before 


€death, 


ry in the hivhest by a mutti-' 


us, life and 


@ and cursing. Choose you 


which you ifhave, ‘the issue fs plainly join- 


| 


doctrines of Jesus Christ, have been led to 
receive and adopt, as an article of their reli- 
gious creed, the monstrous, antichristian and © 
disgusting dogma, *that itis absolutely ne- 
cessary, to.the attainment of the highest de- 
gree of glory, that a man should havea plu- 
rality' of wives.’ If it were a mere theor 

unreduced to practice, the case would be dif: 
ferent; but when we see a systein of unparal- 
lelled debauchery, growing out of, and flow- 
ing from it; contaminating the fair form of 
virtue, and blasting like the deadly siroceo, 
the very springs of existence, and happiness 
temporal and. eternal; then surely if ever, it 
it is high time for those who would aintain 
the ancient landmarks, who would eontend 


learnestly for the faith once delivered to the 


saints; to be valent for the truth. | 3 
Indeed we should ,e-teem it in the highest 
degree criminal, to: be indifferent to a state of 


ed, we cannot agoid it, We donot for a mo-ghings which has well nigh rendered the nemo 
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ef Latter Day Saint dhe 


treachery and debauchery. But thanks to MESSENGQER AND ADVOCATE, 


the tender mercies of our God, he has reserved : 
a set of men, who have not bowed the kneeipI[TSBURGH, PA. DECEMBER 2, 1844 
to this adulterous Baal; who will not hold ahead 
their peace, who will never relinquish the 
task, which they have undertaken, but 
with their lives, who with unwavering un- 


ir The Editor being necessarily absent, is 
not responsible for the matter contained in this 
eeasing effort, will bear aloft the banner of/2™™ber. Should any thing objectionable, there- 


truth, virtue and integrity; nothing doubting,|!Fe, appear, we trust our friends will attach ne 
that the God of Israel, will be their safeguard|censure, or blame to Prest. S. Rigdon. | 


and portion forever. - 
If it could be a matter of doubt, with any; 237 We have thought proper to date this 
individual, who is not caught in the snare ofjnumber on the 2nd of Dec. instead of the 15th 
the devil, by q practical adoption of the doc-lof Nov., as we were unavoidably detained sev- 
trine of polygamy, as taught by the apostatesjeral days in getting our‘office prepared, as soom 
at Nauvoo, the test given by the Sori of God,jag we had anticipated. All things are in read- 
that “a tree is known by its fruit,” would af-| ness now, however, and we feel cofident, that 
ford a lucid solution of the difficulty. * with the blessings of heaven, we shall be able 


To tell of ‘the despoiled innocence, | : bits 
‘abandoned woe, parental heartbreakings, and|t° furnish our subscribers with the paper regu- 
larly heredfter. 5. 


the confiding love, blasted 
ever, by the insidious demon who ‘has soug 
his opportanity, under the priestly garb, to| 3”We would say to our friends, at a die 
visit the happy domicile of matual undoubting|tatice, who wish to subscribe for this paper, they 
affection, and by the avowed authority ofjean do so, by handing a $1 pill current money, 
heaven pressing his suit, and enforcing it by|to the Postmaster of their place, giving him the 
the most awful penal denunciations. Whereldirections where, and to whom they wish the 
is the individual, could they see these things paper sent, who will remit the money to us free 
as they are, would doubt their: hellish origin? ian tt ia tie 
The contumely put upon the laws of Goa|® 
and man; the lying, hypocricy and deceit;|'¥ Postmaster to remit money to. an: Editor, for 
practiced, to hide its malignant featares from|# third Pores, free of charge. 
public gaze; furnish the necessary toaches.to| By pursuing the above course, our friends 
fill up the diabolic picture. | : save themselves a considerable expense. » 
When we say this ‘crying abomination is ; 
forbidden by all the.revelations of heaven, in| We perceive by the published debate of G. J, 
every age, to the children of Men; we tell the|Adams, (in the New York Prophet,) with Ori 
troth, but not all the truth; thefe@.is yet a fear-jven Bachelor, that the said G. J. Adams enw 
ful weight of testimony, remaining antold.—| rates as one of his impregnable positions, 


Is there an ominous warning of overthrow, aj,, GP 
denunciation of threatened punishment, a sig- of Became in 
‘nal exhibition of Divine vengeance, recorded|°""'Y 98€; the same faith, the same officers, the 


in the sacred ‘books? Then they have been|same gifts, and the same blessings.” What a 
directed against these vices. 7 . _ {striking commentary this upon the proceedings 
What concatenation of fiendish influence,jat Nauvoo! What marvellous consistency in 
eould so have darkened the living oracles, a8|the course this gentleman has pursued!! How 
into lasciveousness. And oh! what awful) 3 | 
mummery, what a stupendous fraud, upon the] “Quyr intelligence from various parts of the 
right ust of words, for men who teach the plu- country is very cheering, and shows a disposi- 
rality of wives, to prate about virsae, right} os the part of the honest in heart, to con- 
eousness, and godliness. The debauchee; tend ‘eamiestly for ‘the fait: 


teach virtue! The spoiler, and destroyer, o 5 eylias 
virtuous innocence; righteousness!! And the the saints—a determination to adhere to the 


contemner of all law, human and divine;—/principles of virtue, as taught in the revelatione 
godliness!!! jof God—and to cleave to the order of heaven, 

It is not at all surprising, that men whojby which the church was organized in the last 
have adopted’such a system, should have Jost days. Knowing that if that ordenis violated, 
the light of the spirit of God; any other event,|.1; must soon becomie confusion, and gectariaa- 
would have givefi ‘the lie tothe great God;|, be the result. 
who hath declared, ‘they shall have the in 
spirit; and they shall deny the How ‘ish. 


vents at Nauveo, and other places. bet 
OBSERVER. [est hearted saints from the perplexing 
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ties they are now involvedin. * * * I — 
into this church with the express purpose 0 
growing in grace and in the knowledge of the 
truth. Neither myself or wife, can find .any 
disposition to sanction iniquity in any shape.— 
We, with many others in this place, are deter- 
| a to do the will of the Lord, and abide by 
e Doctrines and Covenants under all circum- 
_ stances. Please forward your paper to me, 
and I will remit-the money.” 
We would say to our brother, he need have 
no fears as to the continuation of this publica- 
tion, as we feel confident that we shall t 2sus- 
tained in our arduous undertaking; as our sole 
object is to promote the happiness of our fellow 
men, by publishing and inculcating the princi- 
ples of peace and good will to all men—by-ex- 
posing error—by setting forth the principles of 
the everlasting gospel of Jesus Chrigt, as they 
ever have been, as they are, and as they eve 


~ Were we called upon to point to a man, whe 


more than any other contributed to that result, 
we would name W. W. Phelps, from the use 
which was made of his arripavir. Orson 


Hyde would stafd next. : 

We have ceased to be surprised at any state- 
ent made by that paper, knowing as we do 
the principles which govern it. 8. 


“But the fearful, and unbelieving, and the a- 
bominable, and murderers, and whoremongers, 
and sorcerers, and idolaters, and all liars, shall 
have their part in the lake which burneth with — 
and brimstone: which is the,second death.” 
We quote this for the edification and instuc- 
tion of many, if they will receive it; we have 
particular reference to Orson Hyde, and some 
communications in the New York Prophet, 
over his signature. s. 


Orson Hyde says, that ever since he ‘aposta- 


will be—by advancing and upholding the-cause 
of truth and righteousness—by sustaining the 
_ principles of virtue, as set forth in the old an 
new testaments, the book of Mormon, the book 
_of Doctrine and Covenants, and in all the reve- 
lations of God through Joseph Smith, which 
have been published to the world, or come to 
the public,eye. 


tized in Missouri, he has regarded Prest. Rig- 
don, as a base and wicked tyrant! In 1841, 
the Lord; by Joseph Smith, gives “a base and- 
wicked tyrant” as one of the quorum to receive 
the oracles for the whole church!! do you say 
so Mr. Hyde? Could there be a clearer de- 
velopement of the spirit of Antichrist? _». 


Our prospects are far more flattering than w 
dared anticipate at the commencement of this 
paper. We feel to rejoice in our. hearts, and 
render thanksgiving and praise to our Heaven- 
ly Father that we can realize in truth, the say- 
ing which was made to Elijah, “I have reserv- 
ed seven thousand, (or many,) who have not 
bowed the knee to Baal.” 5... 


We refer Orson Hyde and all others acting 
under the influence of the same spirit which he 
_ exhibits to the 90th sec. of the book of covenants. 

“Verily thus saith the the Lord unto yon, (Jo- 
seph Smith and Sidney Rigdon,) there is no 


MarTERIAL FOR THE MAN OF SIN. | 
John E. Page when in Pittsburgh, after Prest 
Rigdon’s return from Nauvoo, demanded of 
Elder Rigdon a miRAcue, to prove that he had 
a message from God!!! 

Book of Mérmon, Book of Covenants, Voice. 
of Warming, etc. for sale at this office. 


Herafter when we use the term Saini, we 
wish it distinctly understood, that we apply 
the term where it alone belongs, to those who 
keep the commandments of God, and adhere 
to the testimony of Jesus Christ. .. 3 

The most high God, who ie a revealer of 


weapon that is formed against you shall pros- 
per; and if any man lift his voice against you 
he shall be confounded in mire own due time 
wherefore keep these commandments, they are 
true and faithful, even so, amen.” 

These are.the sayings of the faithful and true 
witness! If Sidney Rigdon shall transgress, he 
is as much in the hands of the God of Israel 
Joseph Smith was, but wo, te that man who as- 
sumes that which God holds in his own hand. 


‘ 
Itis very kind and amiable in the Nauvoo 
Neighbor, to designate us, as a “union:of the 


secrets, hath done nothing, but he revealeth 
his purposes unto his servants the prophets. 
The organization over which Joseph Smith. 
presided is no more; and upon its ruins, has: 
grown up an order of things, averse from, and 
adverse to, the order and will of heaven; an. 
organization of Antiehrist; in fulfilment. of the 


testimc ny of the prophets. and: apostles of the. 
Son of God, 
The Lord has not Been an. uninterested 


spectator, of this deplorable state of things. but 
hath shewn auto his servent Sidney plainly, 
his will and purpose in that dispensation, 
when he has set his hand, to do his work, his 


murdesers of Joseph and Hyrum Smith”!!! .es- 


strange work; and bring to pass his act, ~his 


pecially when it knew the fact, that most of us|strange act; in the eyes of all that live. For 
were under arms night and day, to defend th ithe consolation and. comfort ofall the faithfol 


eity of Nauvoo from mob violence! 


in Christ Jesus, we would say, the Lord is at 
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- but have found them liars; they seek not to 
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the helm, hlessed are all they that put their) We publish the following part of a letter to - 
trast in him. Be patient. Be sober, andiG. J. Adams, which was dated Oct. 29, 1844. 
watchful untoprayer. Shun all apperance ofiput as he left Philadelphia about the same date, 


evil, and especially seperate yourselves from 
that soul destroying doctrine, the spiritu.) 
ife system, | 


The Lord is not man that he shoald lie, nor 


the son of man that he should repent. He 
will sustain and uphold by his almighty arm. 
every ohedient child; every upright son and 
daughter who continue faithful to their cove- 
nant, to love and serve God and keep his com- 


- wandments unto the end. Fidelity to the 


covenant will secure to us an eternal weight 


of glory, a celestial inheritance. Let those 
we once deemed brethren mock, seoff, 


deride! We have purposed hy the help o 
our God, to win thé mark of the prize of our 


for Nauvoo, it is presumed he has not received ° 
it. Brother Savary says that it was very strange 
that Elder Adams should pass through this 
city and not call on him; especially so, as he 
(Adams) had prophecied that Brother Savary 
was to accompany him on the Great Russia 
Mission. We suppose however, that neither 
the sUB-MARINE BATTERY OF LIQUID FIRE is now 
of much worth, seeing that more important dis- 
coveries have recently been brought to light, 
thé effect of which, we have no doubt, are more 
congenial to his (Adam’s) FreeLines. And it 
cannot be expected that he would willingly 


high calling of God in Christ Jesug? We are|forego these things (which are of such vast im- . 
not to.be diverted from our object, by fals:|portance) for a thing so trifling as the Russia | 


brethren, traitors to the cause which they have| Mission. 


espoused, apostates to the, faith of Jesus, 
reprovates to the laws of God and man. 

The Lord hae set his hand, again the second 
time, to recover his ancient covenant people; 


and for the accomplishment of this object, has 
placed a prophet, acknowledged bi 


is own 
voice, to lead them, as the God of Israet shal] 
direct him. Let then your hearts be comfort- 
ed with the assurance that God is with us, 


that he will direct all our steps, that he will 


not Jeave us, neither forsake us, till he brings 
forth judgement unto victory. Sy denying 
ourselves all ungodliness and worldy Just, and 
patient continuance in well doimg unto the 
end, we shall reap a glorious harvest, an in- 
heritance in the rest of (sod on the earth, ofa 
thousand years duration; and to crown the vic- 
tory of the sanctified, an‘ abundant entrance 
Into the everlasting kingdon of our God and 
bis Christ; even acelestial glory, 


We would inform the author of the article 


PitrssureH, Oct. 29, 1844. | 


4. Dear Sirn:—Quite a change has taken place 


in the aspect of affairs since I saw you, but pre- 
sume you have been aprised of it ere this reach- 
les you. With. to myself, it is easy to 
determine what course to. pursue. I was 
ways on the side of the oppressed; and when I 
witness a set of men so far forget themselves, 
reason and common sense also, as to expel a 
man for exercising the functions of his office 
Sostee office was confered by the God o 
eaven;) and for nothing else, reminds me of 
the fable of AZsop, of the wolf and the lamb, or 
the Mississippi jury, who, failing in evidence 
sufficient to convict a man, had him indicted 
for “kicking up ad—m fnss generally.” But 
what astonishes me most, is, to read in the 
Times and Seasons, in the trial of Elder Rig- 
don, when B. Young, asked the. people if they 
wanted a guardian, a spokesman or a prophet— 
not one was to be found who wanted either.— 
Said I to myself, can it be Possisiz that the 
ople calling themselves the saints of God, 
ave so soon repudiated the doctrine of revela- 
tion? has that which was the terror of seatari- 


headed, “ Rigdonism” in the New York Proph_|anism, and which is the basis of the 
et, that we-do not seek to establish our own|heaven, and fundamental principle of all right- 


righteousuess, but we do seek to establish the 


those however who said they were apostles, 
{witnesses of the name of Christ,) and are not, 


eausness, sa soon become a stench ‘in the nos- 
trils of those who were once its advocates, and 


_ truth even the righteousness of God, and by his)made a hiss and a by-word by them? Yes! 
blessing we shall accomplish.it. ‘ We have tried|such is the fact; and 


who shall hereafter be 
so unfortunate as to be counted worthy to re- 
ceive the dews of heaven, or the and Jat- 
ter rain, must be considered by that people, 
(with B. Young at their head,) as.too mean 
and contemptible for their notice, and as a 


establish, but to destroy the righteousness of 
God, by going about to disseminate the works 
of darkness, and shall utterly perish in theirown 
corruption.” 

We would moreover inform this sapient para- 
graphist, that we have had no vision to, fight a 
battle at Pittsburgh ; and all the fighting-we ever 
expect to do, will be under the banner of izeR- 


matter of course, CUT OFF. 

When I take these things into consideration, 
and contrast them with the doctrine heretofore 
taught; such for instance, as this: That Joseph 
Smith was respensible to No Man or sET Of MEN, 
but to _ alone; then, or four months after, to. 
say tha was subject to a certain quorum, is 
rather more than I am willing to swallow at one 
dose; and light must beéome darkness, before I 


‘Ty, and in maintenance of those fundamental 


principles, on which this government is based ; 


and if we ever take part in any conflict, it willynat Paul lied, i 
be, where God and Liberty is the watehword. [church, first apostles, &e.; but said he believed 


shall have credulity} enough to believe, or sub- 
cribe to such contrariégits. AEM, I have 
stand, in thi 


eard B. Young say, in cit 
if 43 said that God set in his 
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that the words were transposed by the transla- 
tors: for, said he, God’s way, or the TRUE way 
is, that God set in his church, first prophets 
then apostles, etc. Then to forget himself, an 
say, as he did in the late Times and Seasons, 
over his own signature, when aluding to future 
policy, he says: “you (the church) are now 
without a prophet present with you in the flesh 
to guide you; but you are not without apostles, 
who hold the same power as Joseph,” or words 
to that import. Now Sir, tomy mind here is a 
flat contradiction, and if I am pamnen for not 
believing B. Young, I shall be damned for not 
believing a LiF, instead of believing a lie an 
be damned; if so, I should transpose the scrip- 
fures sure enough. . = 
- The sum of the whole matter is this; is this 
the kingdom spoken of by Daniel? If it is, has 
it or will it stand forever? I answer no, pro- 
vided any departure takes place from the order 
_ which the God of heaven has instituted; for it 
is the order of a kingdom that makes it a king- 
dom. For instance, you take away the Exec- 
utive department of our government, would the 
same order be observed that now is? verily not. 
Is it made necessary by our constitution, that 
there should be an Executive department as 
the general Heap, through which, the situation 
and wants of the government are made known 
' from time to time? or does the constitution re- 
eognize the representative department as the 
ehannel through which this information is to 
be derived? most assuredly not; for if they 
should, they could with equal age te y, set 
aside every other statute; and all would, as a 
matter of course, become confusion. Now to 
apply the figure. In our book of Covenants, 
or constitution, I find that God says that there 
should of necessity, be a first Presidency, ‘hnd 
three were appoinied, (not 12 councillors, ) and 
due provision was made that in case of the 
death of the first of that aeonn, similar to that 
in the constitution of the-United States, which 
acknowledges the vice to be as much the pres- 
ident (when that office becomes vacant by the 
removal of the president) as though he was du- 
Jy elected to that office; and no one, while he 
lives, has that right, unless he becomes incom- 
petant to discharge its duties. No man can 
supplant Elder Rigdon in the office to which he 
is called, without violating a fundamental prin- 
ciple of the government of God; and the con- 
- gequence would be, that, that kingdom which 
‘was to have subdued and broken in pieces all 
other kingdoms, and fill the whole earth, is, 
by reason of its own defects, tumbled into 
ruins, and left to another people; and all that 
is left to tell the story, is the mighty city of 


deck ts tried, tu sit asa judge in Israel. And 
he decision of either of these councils agreea- 
bly to the commandment which says: Again 
verily I say anto you, the most important bu- 
| iness of the church and the most difficult ca- 
ses of the church inasmuch there as is not satie- 


es it shail be handed over and carried up unte 
the council of the church before the presiden-. 
cy of the high priesthood; andthe presidency of 
the couneil of the high priesthood shall have 
power to call other high priests even TWELVE 
to assist as counsellors; and thusthe presiden- 
cy of the high priesthood, and its counsellors 
Shall have power to decide upon testimon 

according to the laws of thechureh. And af- 
ter this decision it shall be had in remember- 
ance no more before the Lord, for this is the 
highest cotncil of the church of God, and a fi- 
na] decision upon controversies in spiritnal 
matters. There is not any person 
to the charch, who is exempt from this counci 

ofthe church. AND inasmuch as 4 president 
of the high priesthood shall transgress he shall 


council of the church, who shall be assisted 
by TweLvz counceliors of the high priesthood; 


end of controversy concerning him. Thus 
none shall be exempted from the justice and 
laws of God; that all things may be done in 
order and solemnity before him, according to 
truth and righteousness.”’ (Sec. 3d.) Inasmuch 
as it is asserted and reiterated, that President 
Rigdon is legally cat off, from the church of 
Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints; we wish 
ito devote a few remarks to shew and our task 
is a very easy one, that there were’ two at 
feast very esseniial facts wanting, to consti- 
tute a legal aetion in the premises., First, a 
TRIBUNAL legally competent to try a first presi- 
dent; and Secondly, An.orrence legally ade- 

vate to cause an excision from the hody of 

hrist; waiving for the sake of the argument 
the question as to where that body was. First 
then, as to a tribnnal competent according 


president is in transgression or not. : 


ganization of the high council, which the Lord 
declares ‘is the highest council of the church of 


Nauvoo. 
Hoping that you feel as I do in this matter, I 
subscribe myself your friend on the principle 


RICHARD SAVARY. 


For the Messenger and “Advocate. 


not amenable to this council; and inasmuch ag 
a.president of the high priesthood shall trans- 
gress, he shall be hgd in rememberanee before 
this the common council of the chureh, having 
common jurisdiction over all the church, from 


‘TRIAL OF THE FIRST PRESIBENCY, 
‘¢But a Jiteral decendent of Aaron has a legal 
right to the presidency of this (the Aaronic) 
riesthood, to the keys of the ministry, to act 
the offict of bishop independently, without 
‘eounsellors, except tn a case where a president 
of the high priesthood after the order of Malehise- 


a first peeny eve be assisted by twelve other 
gounsellors, high priests. The high council 
then composed ofa president of the high 
hood, and twelve high priests, with, in the trial 

fa firat presidanet twelve additional counse)- 
lors making twenty four high pxiests, consti- 
ute a tribunal legally competent to try a firet 


factiun upon the decision of the bishop or judg+ — 


be had in rememberance before the common — 


and their decision upon his head shall be an~ 


to the law of God to decide whether a first : 


God!”’ the 36th par. asserts that there is not | 
any person belonging to the church who ig 


The 35th par. of the 3d sec. gives us the on- 


highest to the lowest, who shall in the trial of _ 
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President. That the term common covoncil, 
refers to the high council, is evident from the 
connexion in which it stands, with the two 
preceding paragraphs; connected by the con-| 
junction and. That it does not refer to the 
bishops court, is pat beyond. all question, by 
the positive declaration of the 34th par. that 
a bishop has a right to sit as ajudge in Israel, 
‘in all cases where a president of the 
high priesthood is tried; there he has no jurisdic- 


(this charge was preferted by P. P. Pratt.) in 
stating, that the Lord had shewn him in vis- 
ion, that he was to take partina bloody battle 
in defence of the liberty of this country, and 
in the vindication of law and order! Thig 
charge came with rather a bad grace from thig 
gentleman, as on ny may see by consalting 
his answer to Le Roy Sanderland, Ist Edition. 
What law of the celestial Kingdom does 
this.fact or any other predicted by Pres’t Rig- 


tion. tt would be absurd to suppose, that an 
officer of the Aaronic priesthood. an. inferior 


don contravene? Many things foreseen b 
him have already happened as he predicted, 


order of priestly authority, and a mere appen-|been literally fulfilled. Does that constitute 
dage (although a necessary one) to the high-/lying inthe name of the Lord? But who is 


er or melchisedéck ; would be the proper officer 
to sit in judgemeut, upon the man holding the 
highest office known to the church, and king~ 
dom of God, on the earth; holdingthe keys of 
the oracles of God to the church. We have 
_the testimony of Joseph Smith to ug personal- 
ly, who once solicited us to bring a charge a- 
— member of the quorum of first presi-: 
ency; declaring that he would call a -council 
of twenty four high priests, and preside him-~ 
self; proving to us that he understood perfectly 
what the order of God was in relation to the 
trial of a first president. : ae 
But we care nothing for any mans opinion, 
when we have the law of Ged upon a subject, 
clear, distinct, and demonstrable. We have 
set to our seal, that God is true; and by his as- 
sistance we intend to withstand every ‘spirit 
and every Coctrine, that comesin contact with 
a thus saith the Lord. 
The merciful interposition of the hand of Is- 
rael’s God, is to be seen in the fact, that he 
left-those who sought with unholy hands to 
subvert the order of his church, without the 
means to accomplish it, with any, the least, 
shew of legality. In saying this we mean of 
course to deny,that Amasa Lyman had any le- 
gimate claims to the first presidency. His 
ordination was sarreptitious and invalid. ‘lo 


shew this we need only to state that he was). 


ordained to fill a place that had not yet been 
-.wacated! We shall descant more largely apon 
this curious transaction at another time. | 
_ Secondly, we propose to shew, that pres’t 
Rigdon had committed no crime, no breach of 
the law of God, which would warrant a court 
having jurisdiction, to deal with him. 
The main charges préferred against him 

were: ‘‘ordaining men to unheard of offices in 
the church,” “lying in the name of the Lord.” 
 tgeeking to devide the church,’ ‘declaring his. 
determination to expose iniquity.” 

As to the ordination to unheardof offices, 
we would remark they wege offices known in 
the revelations of God, known in the adminis- 


tration of Joseph Smith, known in the prophe-| 


sies and promises, known by the church! By 


what statute in the code of the Almighty law-|. 


giver, do the quorum of the twelve travelling 
- gouncil arraign the first president, and the 


| 


made the judge of the revelations through the 
first president, where they contradict no law? 
Those whom the Lord had commanded to be 
led by him? Weask to he shewo the revela- 
tion where any quorum of the church can deal 
with a first president on this specification? It 
cannot be found. God reserves that right in 
his own hand. It could alone be ascertained 
by revelation from him. But it would scem as 
though these men were determined, to cut off 
every avenue, by which the Lord had promis- 
ed tocommmnicate his will, thinking perad- 
venttir, to compel him to speak more to their 
liking, or at atl events to speak to then. 

He has actually left him standing alone 
clothed with the authority of the first presi- 
dency through whom ‘the Lord says he would 
speak tothe church and you have virtually 
said that you know better than God, that you 
will not have this. man as your prophet seer 
and revelator. 


| When the Lord leaves aman standing alone 
a8 a prophet, seer and revelator, and the same 
time declares, that the authority which he 
holds shal! not be taken from the earth, until 
he himself makes his appegrance;—we take 
it as pretty strong proof, that he means him to 
stand there, whether the children of men will 
have it so ornot! | 


‘Seeking te divide the church.”’ It does ap- 
pear as though there wasa desperate hard ron 
for subturfuges, when a first president is charg- 
ed with dividing the church. Does this mean 
that he created a party for, and a party against 
him? If itdoes not, what does it meant— 


_ | Uhe whole church was Ais by right of presi= 


dency, given to him by the Lord. By what 
rule and regulation in the law of heaven, ishe 
ie guilty on this head? Verily none. 
‘Declaring his determination to expose ini< 
quity,”’ a singular crime in the church of God!!! 
if this is the crime, on which sentence is to be 
pronounced, all the prophets from the begin~ 
ing, ought to have been cut off, and delivered 
over to the buffetings of Satan untill they re~ | 
These are the charges brought by the quo- 
ram of twelve, shi first 
cause he stands in the way of the accomplish~ 
ment of their purposes; for no other reasen as 


Bishop and high council adjudge as tony of 
this eharget “Lying in the name of the Lord” 


Wwe oan wee. 
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or both it must necessarily be they have as- 


highest quorum in the charch, next to the firs: 
presidency. ‘There is an objection to that 
assertion, which isa radical and fatal one. 


Bither through ignorance or dishonesty, un the same article, also in an art’.cle signed 
Cincinnatus, that Joseph Smith was the presi 
serted that the quorum of ihe twelve is the dency of the church, assisted by his brother 


Hyrum and Sidney Rigdon as counsellors— 
Every member acquainted with the affairs 


it is this, “the Lord says, the high council isjof the church, knows full well, that Hy- 


3, par. 35. Ss. B. 


In an article on “church government,” in 
the New York Prophet of Nov, 2, the friends 
of Sidney Rigdon are charged with “testifying 
to as great a falsehood as men ceuld tell upon 
that sunject,” and a quotation is given as their 
declaration, “that HE wasnot allowed the vate) 
ilige of trial, and of making his defence.” To 
shew the unblushing effrontery, and insolent 
falsehood of this statement, we will quote the 
whole paragraph refered to: ‘‘Fleretofore, the 
accused has had the privilege of a trial and an 
opportunity to reply to the charges brought a- 


the highest council of the church of God. Sec. 


gainst them, but on the memorable 8th of Sept. 
1844, this privilege was denied in open and fla- 
grant violation of all the laws and rules of the 


. ehurch; thus manifesting clearly that the course 


they have pursued towards US, is one unsanc- 
tioned by law and unhallowed by justice.” 
Signed Sam’l. James, and 19 others. It is too 
apparent to need comment, that the persons 
who signed that document complain of the: 
‘course pursued towards THem, in cutting THEM 


rum Smith has not for years, constituted a 
member of the first presidency.—See Book of 


NAUVOO AND THE LEADING MEN 
OF THAT CITY. 

Many have written in relation to Nauvoo 
and the people cf that city—some to flatter 
them, others, to abuse—it is my intention. to 
du neither; but as far as possible | shall speak 
the truth, leg it fall upon whom it may. 

_ Were it not for the cause of truth, for the 
vindication of the innocent, and for ‘the de- 
fence; of those who have been basely slandered 
by men who profess to be the apostles and 


‘iministers of God, I would pass them by un- © 


noticed; but such is the course which the 
leading men of Nauvoo are: pursuing, that 
everything sacred cries aloud for an exposition 
of their unrighteous and unhallowed conduct. 
It is strange that men, who have experienc- 
ed the blessings of the gospel, who have felt 
the saving power of the Redeemer, who have 
had the light of revelation from heaven to 
guide their footsteps, could plunge so deep in- 
to the pit of corraption as to reject the order of — 
heaven, and yield to the spirit of depravity so 


off without citation and trial, refusing to allow|far as to sanction abominations which would | 


‘them the privilege of spraxswc in. their defence!|make an infidel or a heathen blush. 


It is 


"These were notorious Facrs witnessed by thou-|8*t20ge too, that men professing the gospel can 
sands of individuals. They refer to-them asa deliberately lie, and withuplifted hands swear 


to falsehoods which would grate upon the 


standing monument, of the illegality and injus-|.onscience of a devil; yet such is the charac- 


tice of the administration of the twelve. It is| 


an unanswerable aad triumphant argument. 
_ As it respects the trial (so called) of Prest. 


_ Rigdon, we would remark, that all connexion 


and jurisdiction growing out of any relationship 
heretofore existing between him and the body 
at Nauvoo, had been severed and destroyed 
some four weeks, or more, previous to that tri: 
al, in a general meeting of the church, wherein 


ter of many of the leading men in the city of 
Nauvoo. Itshows that itis a mere profession 
when they make religion a cloak. for crime.— 
But to the law and testimony. hee , 

The book of doctrine and covenantsexplains 
the order of the church and the Jaws by which 
it shall be governed. The twelve have re- 
jected that book, in that they have usurped 
an authority never delegated to thein by the 
revelations of God, and have gone contrary to 
the express laws therein contained. In that 


Sidney Rigdon was cut off from his presiding 
authority, by the general voice of the peo le 
and the twelve invested with it. 
course destroyed all mutual jurisdiction invol- 
ved in that presiding relationship. And the 
contenptible farce, of virtually cutting him off 
from the presidency, and afterwards citing him 
to trial as a president, is exactly of a piece 
with the whole proceedings. They exhibit a 
wanton reckleesness, which put sobriety, con- 
sistency, ane legality, at complete defiance. — 
Another instance of what we are compelled 
to think a designed misrepresentation, oceur 


book we find that a quorum of three, styled the 


Aa ad first presidency, are to preside over the desti- 


njes of the whole church, and this was the or- 
deranciently. The twelve are a travellin 
high council to officiate in the name of the Lord, 
uoder the directign of the presidency of the 
charch, agreeably to the institution of heaven. 
|W hoever will take the trouble to read the third 
\section of doctrines and covenants will find 
these facts. Now this immaculate and dis- 
tinguished twelye have taken it upon then- 
selves to annihilate this quorum of the first 
residency, and the consequence is, tbat,thay 
are not acting ‘under its direction,” and of 
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‘course have rejected wilfully and knowingly|the sympathies of the world. Noman uoless 
_ the revelations of heaven. He who will readi/he has lived among them can fully know their 
sections 11, 14 and 85, of the book of cove-|situation. They go to Nauvoo with pure minds 
_ nants will see as plain as language can makeland pure motives for the purpose of leaming 
_ the thing, where the authority to lead this|the ways of heaven more perfectly. But what 
‘church is placed after the prophet was taken./do they find when they reach there? Instead 
‘All can see this matter clearly anless they arejof being edified at the place of worship by hav- 
‘wiNingly blinded and I need not quote morejing untolded the glories of God and the truths 
‘to prove that the twelve have rejected the omiof heaven, they seldom hear any thing but 
‘der of heaven by graspinga power which does|scarrility and abuse. Some man who has 
mot belong tothem. Furthermore their treat-|/fallen under the ban of their displeasure fur- 
ment of those who differ from them in senti-/nishes them with a text and wholesale dawna- 
ment is unchristianlike, unjust and is charac-/tion and anathemas are dealt out with an un- 
teristic of men who are willing totrampleevery/sparing hand. ‘Shonld any member of the 
thing in the dust, which stands between them/church have the unfortunate reputation of hav- 
and the object of their unhallowed desires.— ing money when he goes to Nauvoo, he is 
‘Men who have differed with them honestly|immediately visited by some leading worthy, 
-have been pursued by the most vindictive spirli| who is absolately in want of a few hundred 
_ of raneorous revenge, and no calumnies are/dollars fora very few days, when it shall posi- 
too base with which to their reputation.|tively be retarned. The unsuspecting brother 
The twelve at Nauvoo have succeeded in/shells put a $100 to this one, and a cool $1000 
tiveting a-chain of despolism upon the minds/to that and the other, until he finds hie funde 
‘of the peoplethere, and he who has the manili-/ranning low. .The very few days.elapse, and 
ness ‘to exercise independence of thought and/he calls on brother B. for his money, and is 
freedom of expression, fidds himself in a worse/put off. He calls in-and again, until at 
‘condition than a psetestant in the midst of the|jast he receives insults instead of the return 
Roman Inquisition. Instead.of exercising that|of his favors. He now begins to learn the 
‘charity characteristic of christians, instead of/mysteries of the kingdom, and should he have 
‘acting towards those who differ with them inithe boldness to declare that such conduct did 
epinion and doctrine as the rules of the cove-/not savor much of christianity, he is swept 
nants direct, they sever them from the church/from. the church; and should he escape the 
without the privilege of trial, contrary to any/embraces of the “ Brothers of Gideon,”’ alias, 
former precedent.and in a manner never sanc-/« the Danite Band,” (of whom W. W. Phelps 
tioned by the gospel of the Son of .God. Theylonce testified,) he has need to thank his God. 
are forever taluing about the persecutions they/ But thank heaven their iniquities are coming 
have received from the world abroad, and it\rapidly to the light of day, when their bogus 
does not seem to me to come with a very g00d| operations, their infernal doctrine for the de- 
race from the lips of those who are the very|strugtion of feniale virtue, shall be exposed 
oudest in Nauvoo f persecute and slander|as far as the name of the twelve is known, and 
men who entertain an honest difference of opin-|stamped with that infamy and disgrace which 
ion. |they so justly deserve. 1 know itis difficult 
Wilford Woodruff; in a letter to the New/to believe that such a perverson of human na- 
York Prophet, reiterates, what others in Nau-jture could exist, yet there are hundreds who 
woo have said, that ‘‘ Sidney Rigdon hadican testify to the truth of these statements.— 
f@hreatened to turn traitor to the church and/The people are beginning to find out their cor- 
‘bning @ mob upon them,"’ which charge pro-\ruptions, for emigration, instead of tmmigra- 
nounce- a base and black-hearted lie, (put injjjon, is an important feature of Nauvoo this 
cirealation to injure his character,) and God/falj, They have gulled the saints enough 
and Angels know it. But what else could be/ajready abroad to make them Wary. Property 
expected from men who have transgressed the/ 1nd money sufficient to build three such tem- 
laws of God, and who are compelled to sustain} p}eg gs the one they are constracting at Nau- 
themselves, if they stand at all, upona founda- voo, has been ap ropriated, and still it is far 
tion of hypoeracy & falsehood ! Canany thing! from being completed. The labor of the poor 
better be expected of men plunged as they atelhas reared its imposing walls thus far, while 
in iniquity and crime? ‘The doctrine of poly 8-\a large amount of the funds given for its erec- 
amy, 60 odious in the eyes of all christian)ijon have furnished certain dignitaries at Nau- 
communities, and in the practice of which the} yoo the means.to live and bask in luxury.— 
most nnquestionable evidence fully proves! More.than $100,000 have been given for ths 
them to be engaged, is sufficient to seal their building of the Nauvoo house, and nothing 
eternal infamy. It is too late inthe day fot/nut the bare cellar wall exhibits where this 
them to undertake to eoneeal these things, forjjarge sum has gone. I write these things for 
like murder, “it will out,? and they moSiiihe benefit of the’saints abroad, and as to my 


and knowledge of the trath of these 


they dared to speakjstatemente I could testify in the presence of 
the truth, could tell a tale which would rouse}my God. 


> 


